tance in the veterinary profession.

Computed tomography (CT') had its start
in the veterinary profession in the late 1970s
and has evolved into a rather commonplace
modality in many metropolitan centers, large
referral practices and colleges of
veterinary medicine.

There are currently several
vendors offering turnkey CT op-
erations for veterinary practices.
Magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) began in the later years of
the 1980s and is just now reach-
ing wider penetration in the vet-
erinary profession. Some schools
of veterinary medicine have on-
site MRI, some use a local human medical
facility, and there are several veterinary prac-
tices with in-house MRL

The Iams Company opened its initial
prototype Pet Imaging Facility in Vienna,

Image 2: CT exami-
nation of an elbow of
an animal with foreleg
lameness. The frag-
mented medial coro-
noid process is read-
ily visualized. Com-
puter tomography is
the method of choice
for the diagnosis of this

osseous fragment.
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m Computed tomography
Computed tomography is a radiographic
technique, and the same basic principals
used in radiographic physics and interpre-
tation apply. CT is an ability to compute
densities of a patient per “slice.” The slice
used in most patients is transverse or axial
and hence the common name of a CAT
scan for computed axial tomography: If the
patient was placed at other references to
the imaging plane, other axes are possible.
However, due to the size of the bore of the
CT scanner, the transverse or axial plane is
the one generally obtained and other planes
including the dorsal (coronal) or saggital
planes are computer reconstructed from
the transverse images.

New scanners can perform continuous
scanning in a spiral or volume fashion. Prior












