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EVWE any organ system. This article will focus on the use of MRI
for the investigation of a common clinical scenario — chronic nasal
discharge.

Chronic nasal discharge is a common clinical presentation. The
differential diagnoses include relatively benign conditions such as al-
lergic rhinitis, more serious infectious diseases including foreign bod-
ies and fungal rhinitis, and the potential life-threatening nasal neo-
plasias. MRI allows for the rapid visualization of these disease processes
at the early (more treatable) stage of disease. Common imaging pro-
tocols include sequences used for the head and brain, and additional
fat suppressed T2-weighted images for screening purposes. The most
common fat suppressed T2-weighted sequence is the short time of
inversion recovery sequence (STIR). Some systems are capable of a
fat suppressed T2-weighted sequence that allows for higher resolu-
tion. The lams Pet Imaging Center in Vienna, Va., allows for this higher
resolution fat suppressed T2-weighted sequence. Some image series
are acquired in all three planes (transverse, sagittal, and dorsal). This
multiple plane of image acquisition allows for thorough planning for
biopsies, surgery, and/or radiotherapy. We will use three cases to il-
lustrate the superior visualization of MRI. All of these cases had their
MRI examination at the lams Pet Imaging Center.









